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SCRUTINY COMMITTEE REPORT

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Preparation for 11th April 2016 meeting - Overcoming 
the Blight of Fly-tipping and Litter
1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 This scrutiny committee has agreed to look into fly tipping and the litter problem in 
the County Borough as part of its work programme.

1.2 The Committee has agreed to agenda an item on fly-tipping and litter at its meeting 
on 11th April.

1.3 At today’s meeting there will be opportunity for all Members at discuss and agree the 
approach the committee will take at that meeting.

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S)

2.1 The Scrutiny committee agrees the approach it will take for the 11th April meeting 
and sets up a task and finish group to make the necessary arrangements for the 
meeting.

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 An email was sent out by the Chair to all Councillors, Scrutiny Chairs, the Chief 
Executive, Corporate Directors and Chief Officers on 12th February. Below is the 
content of the email.

Dear Councillors and Colleagues,

Neighbourhood Services and Public Protection Scrutiny Committee meeting 
on Monday 11th April 2016 at 2.30pm
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I am asking for any comments or suggestions regarding a meeting that my scrutiny 
committee is looking to hold on 11th April  to discuss fly-tipping and the rubbish & 
litter problems we see across the County Borough. 

We are at the planning stage for the meeting and I felt it prudent that I seek the 
views of fellow Councillors and Officers of the Authority in taking this County 
Borough–wide problem forward.

As you will be aware fly-tipping and the prevalence of rubbish and litter across the 
County Borough is getting worse and it is not only unsightly, but also unhealthy and 
costly to deal with.  My Scrutiny Committee is looking to dedicate the 11th April 
meeting to look at ways that we as an Authority together with our Partners and the 
Public, can tackle and overcome this blight on our town, villages and countryside. 
We are aiming to bring together various agencies, organisations and individuals to 
discuss the issues and to hear of suggestions how the problem can be best tackled. 

I intend to invite Cllr David Jones (Portfolio Member), the Chief Executive Gareth 
Chapman, Ellis Cooper (Corporate Director), Cheryllee Evans (Chief Officer), Steve 
Peters (Head of Public Protection and Housing) and other appropriate Officers to the 
meeting to listen to the Councils views. However I also intend inviting external 
agencies such 3GS’s representatives, Merthyr Valley Homes (and other RSL’s), 
Natural Resources Wales, and Keep Wales Tidy to the meeting. I welcome 
suggestions as to who else should be invited and if you could add briefly why 
they should be invited, that would be very helpful. 

Initial thoughts for the key lines of enquiry include the following. Again, any other 
suggestions or comments would be welcome.
 What is the local problem – why do people fly-tip and why is there a 

prevalence of litter and rubbish about our streets, estates and the countryside;
 What legal responsibility does the Council have for dealing with fly tipping and 

litter/rubbish clearance;
 What legal responsibilities do landowners have and how does the Council 

ensure that they clear fly-tipping and litter/rubbish from their land;
 Who does what within the Council; 
 What effect have the 3GS litter enforcement officers had in the short time they 

have been operational; and what is their exact remit within the County 
Borough;

 What are the current systems for reporting litter and fly-tipping; how many 
reports and complaints is the Council receiving (are they increasing?), and 
what are the clearance response times;

 What is the Council doing to deter fly-tippers (including what penalties are 
imposed); 

 Are there any problems or issues with existing practices within the Council 
that exacerbate the problem;

 Which other partners/agencies/organisations are involved, and what are their 
responsibilities and what actions do they take;

 What are Public, Councillor and Officer views on how to tackle the issues in a 
sustainable way.



The scrutiny committee will look to work with the Communications department to 
encourage residents and those people that work in the County Borough to either 
attend the meeting or send in comments giving their views on the causes and scale 
of the issue, and identifying any potential solutions.

I await and welcome any comments or suggestions that you may have. Please can I 
ask that you forward your comments to the Scrutiny Section and they will be shared 
with members of the scrutiny committee.  Alternatively please contact me direct 
should you so wish.

Kind regards,

Councillor Darren Roberts

Chair, Neighbourhood Services and Public Protection Scrutiny Committee

4.0 CONTRIBUTION TO CORPORATE PRIORITIES

4.1 Attached is Strategy on a Page for the Corporate Priority “A Sustainable 
Environment”, which includes performance indicators and aims in relation to the topic 
under consideration.
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